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USDA Service Center Locator

Massachusetts Counties

Click on the map to select a county
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Farm Service Agency is equitably serving
all farmers, ranchers, and agricultural

partners through the delivery of effective,
efficient agricultural programs for all
Americans.



USDA

|
United States Department of Agriculture

What is FSA?

!.:_ISDA Farm Service Agency
U5 DEPASTHENT OF AGRICULTURE

* Responsible for the administration of programs and
policies as outlined by Congress in the Farm Bill.

* Facilitates the eligibility determination process for : -
participation with FSA & NRCS. SUPPORTING

* PRODUCTIVE FARMS AND RANCHES
® SECURE 8¢ AFFORDABLE FOOD, FIBER AND FUEL

* Farm Programs e
* Permanently established programs.
* Ad hoc programs.

* Farm Loans
* Lender of First Opportunity.

* Farm Ownership & Farm Operating Loans. R
FSA office today!

.
.,
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Basics on Getting
Started with FSA

FSA is often the first stop!

Establishing a Farm Number

* Required for participation in most USDA
programes.

* Free.

Eligibility Paperwork

* Required for participation in most USDA
programes.

Acreage Reports

* Required annually for certain USDA program
provisions.

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center
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*IMPORTANT NOTE*

Participate consistently between Farm Programs &
Farm Loans, and between FSA & NRCS.

It is recommended that your register with FSA in the
same way that you file taxes for your agricultural
operation. ‘ ;

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center
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FSA Farm Loans

 FSAis a Lender of First Opportunity
* Designed to serve producers who are
unable to receive loans through conventional,
commercial sources.

 Farm Ownership Loans

* May be used to purchase or enlarge a farm or KeerinG AMERICA'S
ranch, purchase easements or rights of way AG RICULTURE GROWlNG
needed in the farm’s operation, erect or improve
buildings, implement soil and water
conservation measures, and pay closing costs.

By Helping Farmers and Ranchers get
Needed Financing to Start, Expand or

Maintain Their Family Farms

T

* Farm Operating Loans /o
e May be used to purchase livestock, poultry, farm “:&
equipment, feed, seed, fuel, fertilizer, chemicals,
insurance, and other operating expenses. May
also be used for training costs, closing costs, and
to reorganize and refinance debt.

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center
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LISDMy  Farm Service Agency
L& DFPaE T URNT OF M Uil U

FSA Farm Programs

* Disaster Assistance
* Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)

* Income Safety Net/ Commodity Price

Suppqrt | STRENGTHENING OPERATIONS
* Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) Through market, economic,

and weather-related
challenges

* Conservation
» Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)

* Ad Hoc Programming
* Inresponse to unforeseen emergencies, like a Global
pandemic, severe natural disasters, etc.
* Emergency Relief Program 2 (ERP2) & Pandemic
Assistance Revenue Program (PARP)

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center
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What is the Natural °
Resources
Conservation Service?

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

We are a non-
regulatory federal
agency within the
United

States Department of
Agriculture (USDA)
Farm Production

and Conservation
(FPAC) mission area.

Our mission is to
help people help
the land.

Our workforce
consists of skilled
natural resource
professionals.
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NRCS Conservation Assistance

The Natural Resources Conservation Service offers:

2N

Technical Assistance Financial Assistance

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center
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Technical
Assistance (CTA)

CTA provides free, personalized advice and information,
based on the latest science and research, to help
producers make informed decisions on their operations.
This program is offered at no cost to the producer who
can choose whether or not to implement the advice.



Financial
Assistance (FA)

FA programs allows producers
to apply for cost-sharing
assistance to help plan and
implement conservation
practices that address natural
resource concerns. Under this
competitive process,
applications are ranked against
each other and funded by order
of conservation impact.
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RESOURCE CONCERNS

What is a resource concern?

An expected degradation of a resource below an established threshold or criteria
such that the sustainability or intended use is impaired.

Natural resources are defined by NRCS to include soil, water, air,
plants, animals, human, and energy considerations.

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center
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Conservation Plans: An example of a service.

* Identify producers’ objectives and analyze the natural resources
concerns on the land

* Include tools and resources customized specifically for each customer,
such as:
e Land use map
* Soils information
* Photos
* Inventory of resources
* Economic costs and benefits
* Schedule of recommended practices
* Maintenance schedules
* Engineering notes

* Plans are a voluntary collaboration between the NRCS conservation
planner and the customer

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center




ot Environmental Quality

“+ Incentives Program

EQIP

* The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) is
NRCS’ flagship conservation program that helps farmers,

ranchers, and forest landowners integrate conservation into
working lands.
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Conservation Stewardship
Program

F7 N/ AL oA )

* The Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) helps you build

on your existing conservation efforts while strengthening your
operation.




Agricultural Management
Assistance

AMA

e S

» Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA) helps
agricultural producers manage financial risk through

diversification, marketing, or natural resource conservation
practices.
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*This information 1s from the Get Started Guide, which 1s shared in Additional Resources.

Environmental

Quality Incentives Program

(EQIP)

Purpose: Technical and financial assistance
to agricultural producers to address natural

resource concerns and deliver environmental

benefits.

+ Cropland

Rangeland

¢ Grassland

Pastureland

Non-industrial private forestland

Other land determined by the Secretary of
Agriculture

+ Advance payments available (see details in

section on applying for assistance).
HUFR may be eligible for increased
financial assistance rates for implementing
conservation practices and plans *.
Separate ranking pool for SDFR and BFR (to

increase odds of selection for funding).

* WFR may receive funding priority *.

Agricultural Management

Assistance Program
(AMA)

= Purpose: Manage financial risk

through diversification, marketing,

or natural resource conservation
practices.

Only available in 16 States (CT, DE, Hl,
MA, MD, ME, NH, NJ, NV, NY, PA, RI,
UT, VT, WV, WY),

+ Cropland

Pastureland
Rangeland
Grassland

* Non-industrial private forestland

HUFR may be eligible for increased
financial assistance rates for
implementing conservation practices
and plans *,

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION

Conservation
Stewardship Program
(CSP)

- Purpose: Help maintain and improve
existing conservation systems and
adopt additional conservation
activities to address priority natural
resource concerns.

* Five-year contracts that can be
renewed once.

+ Cropland

Pastureland

+ Rangeland

Non-industrial private forestland

+ Farmstead

+ Associated agricultural lands

+ Agricultural land under the jurisdiction
of a Native American Tribe or Tribal
Nation

* Other private agricultural land

* Public lands leased to agricultural
producers

BFR and SDFR have a separate
funding ranking pool (to increase odds
of selection for funding).

* VFR may receive priority for funding *.

FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center




For More
information on
Financial Assistance
Programs, click
here:

Overview
The IRA provides USDA's Natura

es Conservation Service
[ h 51'4 & billion in additonal
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The IRA directs NRCS to use these
additional funds specifically for
climate change rrl|r|E.:|1.-|..n =u1:|-,'|h:_
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and improve

EQIP CSP

Cover Crops

Reduced-Till and No-Til
Mutrient Management
Prescribed Grazing
Tree/Shrub Establishment
Wetland Restoration

Through this funding, MRCS is seeking
to both hEI‘Il-ﬁ’[ t 18 -:|Ir‘|=|t|-' |:'

and the pro -:I.J CET, Ln_ | upr-_ulnr ACCESS
to programs and providing financial

and technical assistance to improve

their farm, ranch, urban operation or
forest land.



https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/conservation-by-state/massachusetts#assistance

Timelines for Assistance

* The NRCS assistance workload is NRCS Massachusetts Offices & Areas Served
based on a first come, first serve
basis — contact your service center

to indicate your interest. o
Greegﬁeld

Pittsfield

o Sty
* If you are interested in Financial - Hadley

Assistance but don't yet have farm
records, now is a great time to
engage with FSA

S oy

* Always feel free to reach out with
questions along the way.

+ Field office
© State office

e Local Service Centers | NRCS
Massachusetts (usda.gov)

4



https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/ma/contact/local/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/ma/contact/local/
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Beginning Farmer
Resources

New Farmer Information:

* Beginning Farmers and
Ranchers | Farmers.gov

* Get Started Guide

OMLINE ACCESS TO AGRICULTURAL
TOOLS AND INFORMATION.

Stay Connected with USDA:
* Signup for Free Email and
Text Message Alerts:
bps i teys o Subscribe to USDA Emails
i for Farmers | Farmers.gov

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center


https://www.farmers.gov/your-business/beginning-farmers
https://www.farmers.gov/your-business/beginning-farmers
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2022-07/farmersgov-historically-underserved-factsheet-07-20-2022.pdf
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/stay-connected
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/stay-connected
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CCC-860 1.5 DEFARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 1A. County FS5A Office Mame and Addrass
(01-11-23) Commedity Credit Corporation {including Zip Code)
‘ ‘ ‘ | 8 6 O SOCIALLY DISADVANTAGED, LIMITED RESOURCE,
BEGINNING AND VETERAN FARMER OR RANCHER Ll T;';P’c‘:':x ERimhes A6, Reogmemi Year
CERTIFICATION . :
2. Applicant’s Mame and Address
INSTRUCTIONS:
|— —| Complete Parts A, B, C D, andlor E as

® Optional, Self- applicable. Read the information relating to

false certification in Part F. Return this form

7 3 to the address in ltem 1 above.
certlﬁcatlon form. INFORMATION:  If a legal entity requests to be considered a “socially disadvantaged, ™ “limited resource,™ “beginning™ or

“weteran” farmer or rancher, the entity must meet the definifion as provided on Page 2 of this form. Farmer or
rancher includes; “owners

v, “operators” and “other producers”.

PART A — CERTIFICATION OF SOCIALLY DISADVANTAGED FARMER OR RANCHER

® B eneﬁts for SO me F SA 2. Teertify that I am a member of a group hsted belaw, whose members have been subject to racial, ethmie, or gender

prejudice because of their identity as members of a group without regard to their individual qlmi’ii‘res (Check all that apply

rO r ammin apply but note that if only "women ™ 1s checked without selecting the other category, the selection does not make the applicant
p g g ° sectally disadvantaged for conservafion programs).
[] Women

° Only needs tO be ﬁled D Amcanhdmsmﬁhd{mNatn‘es Asians or Asian Americans, Black or African Americans, Native Hawaiians or other

PART B — CERTIFICATION OF LIMITED RESOURCE FARMER OR RANCHER

.
O n c e fO r S O c1 ally Limited resource farmer or rancher siatus can be determined by using a web site available through the Limm?d Resource Farmezr
and Ramcher Onling Self-Determination Tool through Natural Resources Conservation Service ai hiips: /] lLse. s go.

DiS advantaged, [+« I certify that the following statements are true by checling the box:
Beginning Or Veteran My/our direct or indirect gross farm sales (as mdividuals, if applicable for the entity or joint operation) do not exceed the amoumt

LdmhﬁedmﬂlelmhedRmmc&FaImRamhﬁSe]fDﬂﬂmmmTﬂolforﬂmjmlmdanemsthatpra::ieﬂle lete

prOducerSo taxable year before the relevant program year (see Table 1 on Page 2 of this form), adjusted upwards in later years for any general
inflation.

. . My/our total household income (as mdividuals, if applicable for the entity or joint operation) was at or below the national poverty
® lelted Resource level for a family ﬂffommeachofﬂlesameme\m}fears(seeTablelaﬂPageZofﬂlls form) referenced above.

.
p rO du c e rs Wlll n e e d tO [ds1 cerfify that the following statements are true by checking the box and providing the date I began farming:

I (or 1if applicable, the entity or jont operation) have not operated a farm or ranch for more than 10 years.

certify and submit o i appicae, o ety o ot cperation) substanlly asscpate i the opestion.
annually. Dase (MonthTear began farming)

PART D — CERTIFICATION OF VETERAN FARMER OR RANCHER
6. I certify that I am a farmer ov rancher who has served in the Armed Forces as defined in 28 US.C. 101(10) and I meet the
requirements of at least one af the boxes below: (Checl all that apply)
] A I(orifapplicable, the entity or joint operation) ha\femtapentedafmmor ranch for more than 10 vears and
began fanming m
Darg {Month/Taar)

|:| B. I{orif applicable, the entity or joint operation) am a veteran (as defined in 38 US.C. 101(2)) who first
obtained status as a veteran during the most recent 10-vear period

Dare (Month/Tear)

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center
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Beginning

Farmer
Contacts in
Massachusetts

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION

Natural Resources Conservation Service:
Jack Loomis, Outreach Coordinator

1ack.loomis@usda.gov

413-230-2494

Farm Service Agency:

Bailey Albert, Outreach Coordinator
bailey.albert@usda.gov
413-253-4517

Rural Development:

Lyndon Nichols, Area Director
lyndon.nichols@usda.gov
774-345-7031

Risk Management Agency:

William Ferris, Risk Management Specialist
william.ferris@usda.gov

919-875-4904
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Questions?

* Bailey Albert, FSA
e Jack Loomis, NRCS

 USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Thank You!

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center
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